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Synopsis




This course will familiarize the students with the full range of political means that can be used to an end, how they are classified or categorized, and how they are chosen. The classes will include classroom exercises, guest speakers, and videos.  Students are expected to come to class prepared, and to complete their analysis after class. Worksheets to be used for each class will be introduced during class time.
Pedagogy




The course promotes active learning through several established methods, including the classroom role playing simulation; vicarious experience through interactions with guest speakers or primary documents; analogical exercises, founded on the use of analogical experiments or observations in other disciplines; and a formalization of the Socratic method of structured open-ended questions for supporting analysis, i.e. the worksheet system.
The classroom role playing simulation is used at the University of Toronto by Sandford Borrins, at University of Delaware, and at Dalhousie University, but established extensively in the literature.  See James R. Woodworth, W. Robert Gump, Camelot, A Role Playing Simulation For Political Decision Making (Homewood, Ill. : Dorsey Press, 1982); Charles Walcott, Simple Simulations : A Guide To The Design And Use Of Simulation/Games In Teaching Political Science  (Washington : American Political Science Association, C1976); and Lawrence V. Gould, Jr.,  Scenario, Canada And The United European Community : A Simulation Exercise, (Halifax, N.S.: Centre For Foreign Policy Studies, Dept. Of  Political Science, Dalhousie University, 1979). The structurally analogical exercises are founded on the use of analogical experiments or observations in other disciplines.  For example, Britain’s largest children’s hospital revamped its patient hand off techniques by copying the choreographed pit stops of Italy’s Formula One Ferrari racing team.  The hospital project has been in place for two years and has already helped reduce the number of mishaps.”  See Gautam Naik “Hospital Races to Learn Lessons of Ferrari Pit Stop,” Wall Street Journal 14 Nov 2006, 1.  Another example is the growing number of health care providers are trying to learn form aviation accidents and, more specifically, from what the airlines have done to prevent them. Between 2001 and 2006, several major hospitals hired professional pilots to train their critical-care staff members on how to apply aviation safety principles to their work. Like airplane crashes, the majority of adverse events in health care are the result of failures in communication, leadership and decision-making. See Kate Murphy, “What Pilots Can Teach Hospitals About Patient Safety,” New York Times, October 31, 2006, 1.  Cardiff university’s Manufacturing Engineering Centre took the algorithm for the waggle dance of bees identifying nectar location to help identify problems in a company’s high speed robotic assembly line, much faster than a more conventional program. See “The Waggle Dance” New Scientist, 25 Nov 2006, 56. Other examples abound. The formalization of the Socratic method of structured open-ended questions for supporting analysis, i.e. the worksheet system, is similar to the structured open-ended question system advocated by Robert R. Blake and Jane S. Mouton, in " What's New With The Grid?" Asia Pacific Journal of Human Resources, Vol. 16, No. 4, 41-46 (1979).  The method itself is broadly established in the university classroom in a variety of disciplines.  See Marshall DG, "Socratic Method And The Irreducible Core Of Legal Education," Minnesota Law Review 90 (1): 1-17 Nov 2005; Carey T and Mullan R, "What Is Socratic Questioning?" Psychotherapy 41 (3): 217-226 Fall 2004; Morrell K, "Socratic Dialogue As A Tool For Teaching Business Ethics," Journal Of Business Ethics 53 (4): 383-392 Sep 2004; Malacinski Gm, "Student-Oriented Learning: An Inquiry-Based Developmental Biology Lecture Course," International Journal Of Developmental Biology 47 (2-3): 135-140 Sp. Iss. Si 2003; Parkinson Mg, Ekachai D, "The Socratic Method In The Introductory PR Course: An Alternative Pedagogy,” Public Relations Review 28 (2): 167-174 Jun 2002; Holt C, "Teaching Economics With Classroom Experiments: A Symposium," Southern Economic Journal 65 (3): 603-610 Jan 1999; Siebert U, "Teaching Without Preaching - Leonard Nelson's Neo-Socratic Method," Zeitschrift Fur Padagogik 44 (3): 432-435 May-Jun 1998; Holme Ta, "Using The Socratic Method In Large Lecture Course - Increasing Student Interest And Involvement By Forming Instantaneous Groups," Journal Of Chemical Education 69 (12): 974-977 Dec 1992; Ponge D., "The Socratic Method Produces Enlightened Employees," Quality Progress 25 (1): 104-104 Jan 1992; Guliuzza F, "In-Class Debating In Public-Law Classes As A Complement To The Socratic Method," Political Science & Politics 24 (4): 703-705 Dec 1991.
Course outcomes
      


This course teaches leadership by expecting leadership roles in specific areas by different role-plays and through reflection on students’ reactions to various exercises and interactions with guest speakers.  This course teaches independent critical thinking through the worksheet system.  This course teaches social awareness by exposing students directly or indirectly to a range of individuals and groups active in promoting change at some level of society.  This course also empowers students by giving them experience in the tactics that they can employ.
Text





Political Strategy and Tactics, Laure Paquette






On WebCT:  
10 Core Worksheets







Other documents



For further readings, the student may consult the bibliography included in the text.
Assignments:  



10 worksheets worth 10% of the final grade each.  5 worksheets must be handed in before October 30th, 2007. 
The worksheets themselves, written explanations on how to use them and examples may be found on Web CT.  In addition, students may earn a 1% bonus for each tactic that is sufficiently described and universally applicable that can be identified through the classes and is not described in the textbook.  
Requirements for all graded work

Assignments of all types must be: typed; in the proper format i.e. using the worksheet as specified in 12 point font, in point form, in the space provided; submitted on the class following the exercise and are not accepted late; the work on individual students unless specified by the professor in the case of particular assignments.

Policy on academic fraud


Students are urged to consult the policy and procedures of the Student Code of Behavior under which they agree to work by registering at Lakehead University. This policy specifies misrepresentation of the authorship of graded work and submission of the same work in more than one course without written permission of the professor as examples of fraud.  A professor who does not apply for sanctions under this code is negligent in his/her professional obligations. 

